Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 OUAGAD 02371 28I0I0Z 
ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 ONY-00 SS-I5 /026W 

I0875I 28I0I3Z/2I 

R27I70IZ JUN 77 

EM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4293 

CONEIDENTIAL OUAGADOUGOU 2371 

EOR AE ONLY 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, UV 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS - UPPER VOLTA ACTION PLAN 

REF: STATE 146378 

1. WE SUGGEST THE EOLLOWING AS A SUBSTITUTION EOR PARAGRAPH 4(A) 

QUOTE: 

UPPER VOLTA WAS PART OP PRENCH WEST APRICA PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE IN 
I960. DURING A PERIOD OP PUBLIC UNREST IN I960, THE MILITARY 
ASSUMED CONTROL, BANNED POLITICAL ACTIVITY, AND DISSOLVED THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR FOUR YEARS. IN A 1970 REPERENDUM, 

THE VOTERS APPROVED A NEW CONSTITUTION REESTABLISHING 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY. IN 1974, VIRTUAL 
GOVERNMENT PARALYSIS LED PRESIDENT LAMIZANA TO SUSPEND THE 
CONSTITUTION AND AGAIN DISSILVE THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. POLITICAL 
PARTY ACTIVITY WAS AGAIN RESTRICTED, BUT 

THE LABOR UNIONS REMAINED POLITICALLY ACTIVE. IN PEBRUARY 1976, 

A PREDOMINANTLY CIVILIAN CABINET REPLACED A PREDOMINANTLY MILITARY 
ONE, AND PLANNING BEGAN EOR A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONAL RULE. 

THE GOVERNMENT IS ALLOWING THE THREE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES 
TO BECOME ACTIVE AGAIN ALTER THREE DORMANT YEARS. IN JANUARY 
1977, A NEW CABINET WAS NAMED IN WHICH THREE-FOURTHS OF THE 
MEMBERS ARE CIVILIAN, AND MOST OF THEM HAVE STRONG TIES 
WITH ONE OR THE OTHER OP THE TWO BIGGEST PARTIES. THE GOVERNMENT 
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IS PRESENTLY STUDYING THE DRAFT OF A NEW CONSTITUTION WHICH 
IS EXPECTED TO BE APPROVED AND SUBMITTED TO A REPERENDUM IN 
THE AUTUMN OP 1977. LEGISLATIVE AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
ARE PLANNED EOR THE END OP 1977 OR EARLY IN 1978 TO IMPLEMENT 
THE STATED GOAL OP THE GOVERNMENT TO REINSTATE A PARTICIPATORY, 

CONSTITUTIONAL PORM OP GOVERNMENT IN UPPER VOLTA. UNQUOTE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

2. WE ALSO SUGGEST ADDING THE EOLLOWING SENTENCE TO 

THE END OE PARAGRAPH 4(A)(2) ON RESPECT FOR CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
LIBERTIES: QUOTE 

LABOR UNIONS OPERATE EREE OE GOVERNMENT CONTROL UNQUOTE. 

3. ASIDE EROM THESE SUGGESTIONS WE THINK THE DRAFT IN REFTEL 
IS EINE. 

BIGELOW 
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